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From the President’s Desk 
  Well spring (summer) is on the way (I think) and of course this 
leads to clean-up duties for the upcoming season. The MAHS staff cleaned the inside of the museum on April 
10 and the MHS students came on their community service day May 10th and cleaned the outside grounds to 
make the place look good for the opening of the season. Students also continued to clip and file stories from 
the MLC Times and Milachi’s as well as other tasks throughout the museum. Thank you to them again. 
 Newsletter production this time is going to get an assist 
from Copy Fast in town to see if we can streamline the process a 
little more and take some burden off Karen. Call her if you can 
help out or say yes if she calls you for a one day task.  
 I’m excited to report to you at our June meeting we will 
have a special presentation by Mark Boggs about his stamp 
collecting and also bring in a selection from his sad iron collection 
for “show and tell”! Please come and “fill the house” on the 25th 
of June as we add more “fun” stuff to our meetings. 
 Lastly, what a pleasure and joy it is for us to tell about the 
history of our building and our town to the second and third 
graders at Milaca Elementary. We visit them with History on a 
Cart, and then they come to visit us in April and May to continue 
the learning. We reach out to the schools and community to 
share our stories. It never gets old. Tiring, but never dull!  
 I’d like mention to keep Yvonne and Tom Sauer in your 
thoughts and prayers as she continues to recover from surgery. 
We are also thinking of Jan and Frank Vetsch as they, too, deal 
with health issues. Both of these partnerships have given so much 

to our society and community in service over many years. 
 
 

Honor Society students prepare winter mailing 
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2019 Museum Schedule 
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 1 – 5 p.m. 

Additional hours by appointment – call 320-982-1212  
Watch for PopUp Museum Openings – you never know when the flags will be out! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Busy Summer 2019 
 Though we’ve had to reduce our regular open hours this season, due to our need for more volunteers, 
there’s plenty going on for the Milaca Area Historical Society. In addition to growing numbers of research 
requests and ongoing expansion and improvement of exhibits, we are once again joining our Mille Lacs County 
History Alliance at the Heritage Building during the County Fair, August 7 through 11. “1919 – A Year of 
Change” will highlight the advent of Prohibition and women’s suffrage, as well as the return of soldiers from 
their World War I deployment, and the continuation in the early part of the year of the ravages of the 
influenza epidemic. 
 The Milaca Museum will also be hosting butter making for kids on Friday July 26 from 2 to 3 p.m. 
(weather permitting). This activity was a big hit at the county fair a few years ago, and we wanted to give local 
kids another opportunity to get in on something that (on a much, much bigger scale) made Milaca a national 
butter capitol! We may even have some dairy princesses in attendance! 
 There will also be a Museum PopUp on Saturday July 27. Lots will be going on in town, with RecFest in 
full swing, and we hope to show many visitors all about Milaca’s past.  
  

Exhibit Improvements 
 Logging and railroads 
came to central Mille Lacs 
County together, and are the 
reason Milaca is where it is. 
Our Logging to Agriculture 
exhibit was enhanced by work 
done this winter to expand 
the story of the railroads – 
the engine that tied both the 
logging and the agricultural 
economies together. Many 
thanks to Tom Sauer and Jack 
Palmer for assembling 
photos, tools, and an 1886 
railroad map to create a more 
comprehensive exhibit of 
Milaca’s beginnings. 

 

The railroad exhibit ties together the logging era and the rise of agriculture 
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By Ann Johnson, MAHS Secretary 

 
School Connections 

The Milaca Area Historical Society eagerly continues its 
connections with the Milaca Public Schools. The society reached 
elementary school students three times this year. Our high school volunteers have helped immensely at the 
museum. Unfortunately because of the numerous snow days this past winter, middle level students were 
unable to visit, but we are looking forward to their outing to the museum next year. Young people are always 
welcome guests at the Milaca Museum. 
 On March 27, Jere Day, Karen Schlenker, and Ann Johnson took the history cart to the second grade 

classrooms to demonstrate how 
everyday chores have changed from 
100 years ago. These boys and girls 
were able to touch and smell laundry 
soap that was the kind used long 
ago. The first telephones used in this 
area were demonstrated and 
compared with the small hand-held 
phones we use today, among other 
demonstrations.  
 The same second grade 
students visited the museum on April 
24. They were shown the building’s 
beautiful murals which tell the story 
of Milaca. The lumbering and 

agricultural tools and artifacts were on 
display as were items from the 

railroads. Students were shown what their school room might look like if they were in school 60 to 100 or 
more years ago. And they had the chance to try out rotary dial phones and feel how heavy sad irons were to 
use. It was their turn to touch some things that had been talked about earlier in class.  
 Third grade students participated in a walking tour around Milaca on May 21. On a very windy 
Tuesday, museum volunteers welcomed the students with information about how and why the Milaca 
Municipal Building, now the Milaca Museum, was built. They then walked to the Milaca Depot to learn how 
important trains were in establishing the new town of Milaca. Their next stop was the Trimble Park and Milaca 
Armory area where they learned about Milaca’s beginnings.  

Six to eight Milaca High School Honor Students have volunteered their time to help with some long 
overdue projects at the museum. These students worked a couple of hours each over at least ten visits just 
since the beginning of January. They have helped clip and file newspaper articles, assisted with mailing the 
newsletter, tagged items in storage boxes, and prepared labels for the display cases. And they finished the 
corrections to the Centennial books. Thank you, Honor Students! 
 Whether museum volunteers go to the school, students come to the museum, or these young people 
come as volunteers, our society looks forward to that interaction. It is a highlight of our year! 
 
 

 

In front of a picture of the Milaca switchboard, Jere, Karen  
and Ann demonstrate an antique telephone 
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From the Record 
Notes from the Bock Evangelical Free Church 
 When John and Jackie Youngberg moved into the Bud Berg house recently, they found a sheaf of papers 
behind a desk drawer. It turned out to be a typed transcription of older records of the founding of the Bock 
Evangelical Free Church. Entries go from 1896 to 1936. The transcriptionist and date of transcription are 
unknown. John put together a summary of these notes, and added more background about the church 
community, and gave the original transcription and a copy of his notes to MAHS. Here are excerpts. 
  

The first meeting that the records show was held on March 19, 1896. August Blomberg was selected 
chairman and Emil Sjoberg secretary for the meeting. It was decided to make preparations for organizing the 
church. The building of a church was discussed; the location to be on Henry Berg’s farm. It was suggested that 
… each member should spend a day to clear off the land. 

 
The meeting at which the church was organized was held at the residence of Henry Berg on Saturday 

afternoon at 2 o’clock, April 11, 1896. … The name adopted for the church was Den Skandinaviaska Fria Christi 
Forsamling. (Translated as shown on the deed to The Scandinavian Free Church of Christ.) 

 
… The next meeting was held on May 25, 1896. At this meeting the calling of a minister was discussed. 

John Blomquist made a motion to call Reverend H.M. Kjenner of Santiago as minister if he would buy 80 acres 
of land. The members of the church would help him farm said land as his reward. Casper Casperson was 
delegated to speak to Reverend Kjenner. 

 
The First annual meeting was held 

at the home of Henry Berg on the 8th day 
of January, 1897. At the meeting it was 
decided to call Reverend Halleen as 
minister and that every one should do all 
that he could to pay for his services. 

 
January 22, 1898 … Andrew 

Beckstrom, Axel Casperson, John 
Blomquist, Henry Berg and Emil Sjoberg 
were appointed as a building committee 
to arrange for the building of the church 
and to negotiate with Nels Oredson for 
the purchase of the acre of land upon 
which the church now stands. 

 
January 2, 1922. Edward Eckdall promised to do the janitor work. At this meeting it was decided to 

have English service the last Sunday evening of the month and every other Wednesday. … At this meeting a 
committee was appointed to find out what it would cost to move the church to the village of Bock. 

 
August 10, 1931. Finally decided that we didn’t need the old horse barn any longer. Tore it down and 

made the present wood shed. 
 

This unposted postcard has a handwritten note on back 
indicating it is "At Bock Free Church - String Band." 
 (Date and source of photo unknown) 
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By Karen Schlenker, Volunteer Curator 

 
 
Significant Private Donor and Memorial Gifts  

to the Milaca Area Historical Society  1985-2018 
 

Pete & Thora (Olson) Allen 
Ardy (Byker) & John Becklin 
Ruth (Smith) & John Boggs 
Bonna (Wilkes) Dahlstrom  
R O “ Rub” Dahlstrom  
David Dahlstrom  
First National Bank of Milaca 
Jim & Roxy Gerads/Jim’s ML Disposal 
Paul Hagedorn & Marcia Grant 

Timothy & Mary Jo (Fradette) Harris 
Robert A Hulett 
Linda Lang & Fred Hoffman 
Mathis Children  
Peter Sahlstrom 
Wesley & Susan Siemers 
The Three Divas 
H C “Bud” & Lorraine (Johnson) Wessman 

 
 

Objects Arrive in the Collection 
From The Most Interesting Places 

You just never know where the next thing is 
going to come from. In April we got an email from 
the folks at the Kanabec County Historical Society, 
saying that they had received some photos that did 
not seem to be of people in their area, but there 
appeared to be Milaca connections. Someone had 
found them at a garage sale and just couldn’t 
imagine throwing out old pictures, so dropped 
them at the museum in Mora.  

I picked them up, and sure enough there 
were some with Don Pluimer’s name on them. But 
the cache was intimidating. There are about 380 
photos, a few of them studio portraits, a couple of 
them postcards, but mostly snapshots. And most of 

the snapshots have vestiges of black paper at the 
corners, so they probably all came from a photo album. 

There are dates on some photos (1910s mostly) and a few names, and these indicate some connections to 
the Lindholm family. Elvira Anderson Lindholm graduated from Milaca High School in 1915, married Herbert 
Lindholm in 1918 and had one daughter, Joyce. Herb suffered ill health following a bout with typhoid fever in 
1937 and was unable to continue employment, so Elvira ran the Lindholm Variety store to support the family 
until retiring in 1961.  

So here was a box of photos, some clearly of the Lindholm family, but many not clearly connected – oh 
dear, what do we do? Well, I took them to the May monthly meeting, and several members knew the family, 

Lindholm Swanson wedding 
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and knew of other people who might know more, and the search for identifications and background 
information continues. Thanks especially to Ardy Becklin and Marian Peterson for their help with research. 

I think it was the same week we heard from Kanabec County, a big ugly iron thing appeared on the 
museum desk. A couple of young men had located it buried in the old railroad right of way in Recreation Park, 
using a metal detector. Well, it looked old, and probably was of some kind of historical interest, but what the 
heck was it? One of the young fellows, Tucker Anderson, returned to the museum a few weeks later. He had 
done some research and found that this was the “link” part of a “link and pin” railroad coupler. These were 
not in use much after the late 1800s, since they made an unreliably loose connection between cars, and were 

extremely dangerous for the 
men who had to insert the 
pins to hold them in place. 
What a wonderful addition to 
our newly refurbished and 
expanded railroad exhibit! 

Sometimes I’m a little bit 
afraid to go into the museum 
office, but with a little help 
from our friends, all kinds of 
strange things can add 
meaning and interest to our 
understanding of our past. 
 

 

Calendar 
Mille Lacs History Festival & Rendezvous. The Mille Lacs History Festival and Rendezvous will be June 28-30, 

2019, near Isle. A living history 1840s fur trade encampment, with demonstrations of period skills and 

craftsmanship. For more info email millelacs.vous@gmail.com; call 763-757-4118 or find them (with plenty of 

photos) on Facebook.  

 

Butter making for kids at Milaca Museum. Friday, July 26 from 2 to 3 p.m. kids can try their hand at making 

butter in front of the museum (we’ll have to cancel if it rains). The museum will be open, so you can go in and 

learn all about butter making in the Milaca area, and much much more. The Museum will also be open on 

Saturday July 27 for one of our occasional Museum PopUps. 

 

Mille Lacs County Fair, August 7-11, 2019. This year’s Heritage Building theme is “1919 – A Year of Change.” 
The boys were coming back from the Great War, prohibition was the law of the land, and women were going 
to be able to vote! Potatoes and butter were major businesses in Mille Lacs County as farmers dealt with the 
disruptions following the Great War. You can volunteer to help at the Heritage Building, or just come see the 
fair! At the Princeton fair grounds. 

 
 

mailto:millelacs.vous@gmail.com


MAHS News   Summer 2019 

7 
 

Red Cross drive 1918 

Contact us! 
Milaca Area Historical Society 

Street address: 145 S. Central Ave.   Jere Day, President, 983-3325, jlazyday@midco.net 
Mailing address: PO Box 144   Leslie Anfinson, Vice President, 983-3749, cairoleslie@gmail.com 
Milaca, MN 56353     Tom Sauer, Treasurer 982-6603, tysauer@milaca.net 

Ann Johnson, Secretary, 983-6391, johnson.ann.louise@gmail.com 
Phone: 320-982-1212  Lynn Kent, Vice Sec-Treas 983-3155 

Karen Schlenker, Newsletter, Curator 983-3586,   

Find us on Facebook  jkarschlen@gmail.com  
Email: museum@milaca.net   

Website: milacamuseum.org  

 
 

 
 
 

 

Support Local History! 

 The Milaca Area Historical Society is   
a one-of-a-kind organization, providing our 
community with resources and assets not 
found anywhere else. And we receive 
generous support from individuals, 
businesses, local governments and 
organizations, helping us collect, preserve 
and share our community’s history, as well 
as put it in context with our state and 
national history.  There aren’t many 
organizations that provide so much for a 
$15 family membership! 
 If you are already a member, thank 
you! If not, or if you’d like to give further 
support to our efforts, we always welcome 
donations. Send checks to MAHS at PO Box 144, Milaca, MN 56353. We are now able to receive credit/debit 
card donations on the GiveMN website at https://www.givemn.org/organization/Milaca-Area-Historical-

Society. 

            

 Another way to support MAHS is by shopping with Amazon/Smile! 
The Milaca Area Historical Society is signed up with the Amazon/Smile program in which Amazon will 

donate 0.5% of your purchase to MAHS. Use the https://smile.amazon.com/ch/22-2736074 link to go directly 
to the page indicating that your purchase will benefit MAHS - just start shopping! Thank you for taking 
advantage of this program and helping our organization.  
 

 

 
 

mailto:jlazyday@midco.net
mailto:tysauer@milaca.net
mailto:johnson.ann.louise@gmail.com
mailto:museum@milaca.net
https://www.givemn.org/organization/Milaca-Area-Historical-Society
https://www.givemn.org/organization/Milaca-Area-Historical-Society
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/22-2736074
https://www.givemn.org/
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MAHS 
PO Box 144 
Milaca MN 56353 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

See history through stamps! 
Mark Boggs will share a little of his vast stamp collection, and 

will bring along part of his sad iron collection as well.  
Come to the program at the  

June 25 MAHS meeting 
6:30 p.m. 

Milaca City Council Chambers 
255 First Street East 


