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From the President’s Desk 
We have had one of our busiest years since I have been on the 

board, with many visitors and activities. Credit for that goes to board members’ hard work and coming up with 
new ways to get people involved! We have had classes from the elementary and intermediate school visit in 
the month of May and that accounts for over 350 people right there. Family gatherings and passers-by have 
come in, and some of our student visitors have been back with parents.  
 We have lots of ‘irons in the fire’ as we look to get permission from the state historical society for the 
replacement of the front doors and the repairs to the skylight window in the office area. We also hope to get 
some parking improvements around the museum and especially another handicapped spot near one of the 
doors.   
 We just received word that our application for a Historical and Cultural Heritage Grant for a new 
microfilm reader was approved. We will soon install the reader, which will greatly improve ease of use and the 
quality of prints we can make, and help us with 
research. We also have received the go ahead on 
putting in an on-demand water heater for the main 
level bathroom. And all the windows have been 
cleaned, and new exhibits are ready for viewing! So 
there’s a lot of changes and progress taking place this 
season.  

Besides volunteer efforts, all of this takes 
money, and one of our strongest sources of money 
and support is your membership. If you haven’t yet 
renewed for 2018, please use the membership form 
in this newsletter and do so now! Show your support 
for this one-of-a-kind organization!
 

 

 

 

 

MAHS President Jere Day with one of Mrs. Burroughs' 
7th grade classes 

Please join or renew your MAHS membership!  
Membership form is on page 7. 



By Leslie Anfinson 

By Ann Johnson 

 
HELP! 

The new exhibit highlighting lumbering in our area and the transformation 
from a mill town to farming and commercial ventures is up and drawing attention.  Anyone who comes to the 
Museum to do research is so impressed with the resources and organization of our small Museum.  The 
outreach at the Mille Lacs County Fair as well as special programs such as the Apron Lady and Old Fashioned 
Christmas Display received excellent reviews, as do our interactions with school classes.  

 So why is the Museum asking for “HELP!” Because we are a museum run totally by volunteers with 
just a little paid cleaning and snow shoveling help.  The Museum needs more volunteers to stay open 18-19 
days a month April through October.  The Museum hours are Wednesdays through Fridays 1-5 and Saturdays 
10-2.  That’s only FOUR hours each open day! 
 What can you do in those four hours? 

 Volunteer with a friend and make it a “Friends’ Day”!   
 Do your family research and help keep the Museum open.  
 Help do research on questions that come to the Museum from all over the country and learn new 

things about your community!  
 Meet friends and new people who come to the Museum. 

Do you have four extra hours you can share with the Museum? 
Let Leslie know:  cairoleslie@gmail.com or 320-333-9413 or 983-3749.   

Free training and help until you feel comfortable at the Museum. 
 

Education Connections Continue 
Connections with the school and students have grown stronger with 

greater collaboration between teachers and Milaca Area Historical Society 
volunteers. Our goal is to provide meaningful experiences to coincide with 
curriculum standards showing how things change over time.  

Once again this spring the MAHS history cart was taken to the second 
grade classrooms at the Milaca School, at which time students were shown 
the changes that have taken place in everything from telecommunications to 
energy to daily living. On May 2, those second grade classes visited the 
museum and had the opportunity to actually dial a rotary phone, feel the 
weight of a sad iron, use a button hook on a shoe, and – best of all – ring a 
cowbell. And with our new lumbering displays located in the auditorium, they 
could compare the tools being used by lumberjacks in the murals with those 
they could actually touch.  

On May 3, Mr. Kragt’s and Mrs. Burrough's seventh grade classes visited the museum. Those students 
took part in a scavenger hunt to identify when various events took place and to familiarize them with how 
Milaca and surrounding towns came into existence and what drew immigrants here. Before their visit, many of 
the students did not know that a town named Page had even existed.   

And on May 17 the third grade classes walked to the museum and around the town to learn about 
buildings that in some cases are no longer standing but which had importance to the people living here at that 
time. They also learned how buildings that remain, such as the museum and the depot, have changed in their 
function over time.  

MAHS hopes that these events and visits were as satisfying to students as they were for the volunteers 
who took part in them. And we look forward to future activities with students and the school. 

 

2nd graders explore a bar of 
laundry soap 

mailto:cairoleslie@gmail.com
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Support MAHS As You Shop With Amazon/Smile! 

The Milaca Area Historical Society is signed up with the Amazon/Smile program in which Amazon will 
donate 0.5% of your purchase to MAHS. Use the https://smile.amazon.com/ch/22-2736074 link to go directly 
to the page indicating that your purchase will benefit MAHS  - just start shopping! Thank you for taking 
advantage of this program and helping our organization.  

 

From the Record 
This article was excerpted from the chapter (pages 201-202) in the Milaca Centennial book (1986), and edited 
and expanded upon by Jere Day for publication in the Union-Times last year. This year’s Heritage Building 
exhibits at the Mille Lacs County Fair will focus on 1918, with the influenza epidemic being one of the major 
events of that year. Come to the Fair August 8-12 and learn more about this sobering year in our local history. 
 

The 1918 Spanish Influenza Epidemic by Catherine Nyberg (and Jere Day) 

The so called “Spanish Influenza” epidemic was world-wide in scope and was named because of the 
prevalence of the disease in Spain where 8 million cases were reported.  The global magnitude of the medical 
catastrophe is illustrated by the fact that some 21 million lives were lost in a few months. The epidemic 
peaked in the United States in late October when 21,000 lives were lost 
in a single week, the highest mortality toll ever recorded in America at 
any time for any cause. While previous influenza epidemics had not 
been particularly lethal, this particular epidemic resulted in a high 
mortality rate because it frequently led to complicating diseases, 
especially pneumonia. At that time pneumonia was a leading cause of 
death for the elderly. However, in this epidemic the victims were the 
young and strong individuals. A partial explanation for this was the fact 
that many young men were living in close proximity to each other in 
military cantonments where a communicable disease could be 
particularly devastating. As a result of this situation, nearly 10 times as 
many American casualties were inflicted by the epidemic in a 4-month 
period than were lost in 18 months of combat throughout World War I. 

While the influenza epidemic was a tragic experience for Milaca 
area residents, it was also an exhausting and humbling experience for 
local health care professionals. … [With no effective vaccines available, 
t]he emphasis [was on] precautionary measures: isolation of patients, 
elimination of public gatherings, breathing through gauze masks during 
periods of exposure, etc. This advice resulted in the closing of the 
Milaca Schools for a period of six weeks ending in late November and 
the extended closing of churches and the Casino theatre. It is obvious 
that the limited health care facilities at Milaca, whatever they might 
have been were taxed to the utmost. The Times professional directory 
for 1918 lists F.L. Kling, L.E. O’Dell, and S.E. Olsen as practicing medical 
doctors … The months of October and November1918 must have been 
exhausting for the local medical doctors and their affiliated nursing 
staff. 

The family of Frank and Ida Johnson 
of Foreston were particularly hard hit 
in January 1919. Within less than a 
week of Ida's death these four of her 
children (pictured here in about 1912) 
also succumbed to influenza. 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/22-2736074
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By Karen Schlenker, Volunteer Curator 

 
Jere Day adds: 

The names of people from the Milaca area were listed in the Nyberg article and we will honor their 
passing as well the names of others taken from December and January obituaries of that era below:  
 Mrs. J.W. Anderson and her three young sons, Arvid Anderson 16, Victor Anderson 17, Edward 
Anderson (no age given); Mr. Maurice G. Warner 31, father of three children; Mr. Leenart T. Van Duyn 31, 
father of two children; Mr. Leo P. Moore 25, father of one child; Mrs. Ben (Lillian Riesland) Baldowski 30, 
mother of two children; Lillie Tingblad 16, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Peter Tingblad; Henry Lunn  21, U. S. Army 
serviceman; Victor E. Weberg, 21, U.S. Army serviceman; Axel Wilson, age not given, U. S. Army; Carl Axell 26, 
U. S. Army serviceman; William A. Anderson 25, U. S. Army serviceman; Chester Palmer 31, G. N. depot agent 
Foreston; August Nelson 71, Bock, complications of pneumonia  after influenza; Carl Edward Anderson 21, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. John W. Anderson; Miss Borghild Annette Peterson 17; Herbert Charles Johnson 19, U.S. Navy; 
George H. Garrison 17; Courtley Harry Jameson, 18 months; Mrs. Harry Dow, mother of one daughter; Mrs. 
John Bowman 36, mother of two; Astrid Helene Seorum 18; Mrs. Harry T. Thompson, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Gust Weborg; and finally Harry T. Olin 36, son of a former pastor in Milaca for years, who died in Wycoff, 
Minn. 

 

From the Collection 
 Collections cataloguing has gone very slowly this late winter into spring, as we tackled the huge job of a 

major exhibit change. As always seems to happen, serendipity came with our most recent gifts. As we were 

deciding what to highlight about Milaca’s Farmer’s Co-operative Creamery, along comes Bill Konze with many 

documents telling us more about his grandfather, C.H. Hammerberg, who was the creamery’s manager for 17 

years in its first decades. And as we set up displays about creameries and early Milaca businesses, a package 

arrived from Llorys Bosquet in Michigan, with some of those little novelties 

that remind us who used to be in town – a button hook from Strand & 

Dahlstrom’s shoe store, a napkin from Russell Creamery, salt and pepper 

shakers from Milaca Hatchery. We have also received from Dave Jameson 

a model dairy barn, built to the same scale as the model Norlander 

farmhouse we received years ago. And Tony and Eric Haedt built us a 

“logging shed” on which to display tools. 

 We also have an exhibit on loan, which is to stay in place at least 

through this season, thanks to decedents of the Anderson family. Harold 

Anderson was the first Milaca man killed during World War II, while in pilot 

training in South Carolina. Grandson of Carl and Ida Anderson of Bock, son 

of Henry and Hilda of Milaca, Harold was unmarried when he died, and his 

siblings’ descendants offered to share photos, uniform and documents 

with us in honor of their uncle. 

 The collection continues to grow, and the exhibits will as well, as 

more related objects and stories come to light. Be sure to come to the 

Museum often, and see how they evolve. 

 

The new "logging shed" enables us 
to display old tools in a new way 
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Contact us! 
Milaca Area Historical Society 

Street address: 145 S. Central Ave.   Jere Day, President, 983-3325, jlazyday@midco.net 
Mailing address: PO Box 144   Leslie Anfinson, Vice President, 983-3749, cairoleslie@gmail.com 
Milaca, MN 56353     Tom Sauer, Treasurer 982-6603, tysauer@milaca.net 

Ann Johnson, Secretary, 983-6391, johnson.ann.louise@gmail.com 
Phone: 320-982-1212  Lynn Kent, Vice Sec-Treas 983-3155, lynnkent@frontiernet.net 

Karen Schlenker, Newsletter, Curator 983-3586,   

Find us on Facebook  jkarschlen@gmail.com  
Email: museum@milaca.net   

Website: milacamuseum.org  

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Calendar 
 
Milaca’s Gateway to the Northland Parade kicks off at 5:30 on Thursday June 21. Famous for the number and 

quality of marching bands, the parade will also feature another historic Boggs motor vehicle representing 

Milaca Area Historical Society and Museum. More info at milacachamber.com.  

 

Milaca Area Historical Society meets the fourth Monday of the month, every month January through 

October. The meeting is usually held at 6:30 at Milaca City Council chambers (255 1st Street East). Watch for 

notice of any changes. 

 

Mille Lacs History Festival & Rendezvous. The 26th year of the Rendezvous will be June 22-24, 2018, at a new 

location (1 mile SE of Isle on Hwy 47, ½ mile E on Torchlight Road). For more info or to register send SASE to 

Mille Lacs Lake Historical Society History Fest, PO Box 42, Isle, MN 56342; email millelacs.vous@gmail.com; or 

call 763-757-4118. 

 

Vietnam Veterans Memorial Moving Wall, Princeton fairgrounds July 4-6, 2018. Opening ceremony noon July 

4; closing ceremony 4 p.m. July 6; events and displays throughout. For more information about the Wall and 

related volunteer opportunities, contact Princeton Area Chamber of Commerce PACC@sherbtel.net or call 

763-389-1764. 

 

Mille Lacs County Fair, August 8-12, 2018. Heritage building themes: World War I, Influenza epidemic. To help 

with MAHS exhibit contact Leslie Anfinson. 

 

 
 

mailto:jlazyday@midco.net
mailto:tysauer@milaca.net
mailto:johnson.ann.louise@gmail.com
mailto:lynnkent@frontiernet.net
mailto:museum@milaca.net
mailto:millelacs.vous@gmail.com
mailto:PACC@sherbtel.net
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2018 MAHS Membership List 
John & Judy Allen 
Betty Anderson 
Mary J. Anderson  
Dennis & Doris Anfinson 
Terry & Leslie Anfinson 
Donald & Clara Asp  
Ardy &  John Becklin 
Kathy Berland 
Marvin & Genelle Blomquist 
Allan Bloom 
Ruth & John Boggs 
Mary Jane Bridge 
Marsha Bunger 
Janet Burklund 
Dorothy Cravens 
Joe & Patty Cronin  
Jean Dahlstrom 
Peter & Judy Dahlstrom 
Jere & Linda Day 
Megan & Francis DeSchepper 
Harley & Sonja Eggen 
John & Mary Flock 
Dean & Linda Fredrickson 
Chuck & Laurie Gahm 
James & Roxanne Gerads 
Chris & Sonja Graham 
Marcia Grant 
Marlin Grant 

Paul Hagedorn 
David Hagquist 
Paul E Hagquist 
Jeanette Hannenberg 
James & Lois Hendrickson 
Gerald & Barget Herges 
Shawn & Cheryl Hewitt 
Barbara & Robert Hjort 
Jackie & Dennis Hjort 
Peter & Karen Hydukovich 
David & Sharon Jamison 
A. Jean Janeksela 
Ann & Robert Johnson 
Ernie & Jill Johnson 
Janet & Robert Johnson 
Karl Johnson & Christine Cox 
Larry & Deborah Johnson 
Sarah Johnson 
Lynn Kent 
Stella Kiel 
Carol & Jim Kragt 
Kurt & Pam Kragt 
Carole M Kujath 
Gerald Laumann 
John & Michelle McPherson  
Virginia Maurer 
Bruce & Mary Milton 
Don & Carol Mueller  

Dennis & Linda Nelson 
Phil & Mary Nelson 
Gloria Oien 
Jon Olson 
Rick & Lynne Olson 
David Oslin 
Dean & Arlou Peterson 
Marian Peterson 
Ron & Lois Ploeger 
Peter M Probasco 
Pete Sahlstrom 
David & Joan Sauer 
Tom & Yvonne Sauer 
Karen & John Schlenker 
Harv & Karen Schreur 
Wesley & Susan Siemers 
Marvin & Mary Sims 
James & Dorothy Soderlund 
Michael & Robin Soderlund 
Janice Stromwall 
Julie Swalboski 
Lola Vedders 
Frank & Janet Vetsch 
Joan (Kuether) Wagner 
“Bud” & Lorraine Wessman 
John & Jackie Youngberg

 
 

MAHS Appreciates Our 2018 Business Members  
 
All-Aboard Travel/Travel Leaders 
Blue Moon Saloon 
Fransen Decorating 
Harris Hardwoods 
Haedt Bros., Inc. 
Paul Jackson Realty 
Jensen-Anderson 

Jim’s Mille Lacs Disposal 
Larsen Properties 
Milaca Area Chamber of Commerce 
Milaca Friends of the Library 
Molacek Family Eyecare 
Peterson Johnson Funeral Home 
Rum River Realty 

 

We hope we didn’t miss anyone, but if we did please let us know. Call 320-982-1212. 
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*** Please check box(es) below *** 
MAHS membership categories 



 Student/ Senior   $ 5.00 

 Single    $ 10.00 

 Two Seniors   $ 10.00 

 Family    $ 15.00  

 Sustaining   $ 30.00 

 Patron    $ 60.00 

 Business/Organization  $ 30.00

  

 
 

Please be a MAHS Member! 
  

Please consider joining or renewing your Milaca Area 
Historical Society membership in 2018.  We have been preserving 
historical photos, items, and information for over 30 years.  To 
make the process simple for you, there is a tear-off form below. 
Please check the box  preceding your desired membership 
category, Then send your dues to our address below. 
 We thank you for your interest in helping us achieve our 
goals of helping our members and our community discover and 

preserve the heritage of the Milaca area.  
 
Leslie Anfinson          

Vice-President/Membership Chair 
 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

2018 Membership in the Milaca Area Historical Society 
Dues January 1, 2018 through December 31, 2018 

Send to MAHS, PO Box 144, Milaca, MN 56353  

     Date ___________ 
 

Enclosed is my check   #  __________  
 

 for 2018 membership dues   $ __________ 
 

 I’d like to add a donation $ __________ 
 

   My total is  $ ___________ 
MAHS is a 501(c)3 nonprofit so your TOTAL  is tax 
deductible) 
 

Name/s  _________________________________________________ 
 
 
Address:  _________________________________ city/state/zip  ___________________ 
 
 
Phone:  _________________________  E  mail:  ________________________________ 
 
 Please mail me the MAHS Newsletter (paper format) 
 Please email my newsletter 
 I would like to receive email notice of monthly meetings  

Milaca's barrel factory 
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Come see our new exhibit  

Milaca: A Mill Town Becomes A Butter Capital 
Set up your spot for the parade and come to the Museum! 

Open 1-6 Thursday June 21 
See 

Model Dairy Barn Logging Tools Farm ToolsFarm Life  

Early 20th Century Milaca Businesses 

Plus 

Milaca’s Military Service  

(including new exhibit on Harold Anderson) 

Milaca Schools Our Neighbors – Page, Tosca/Bock, 

Foreston, Estes Brook, Pease, Long Siding

 
 
 
MAHS 
PO Box 144 
Milaca MN 56353 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


